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4. The presence of prayer is not always visible in its 

benefits. But, the absence of prayer is always visible 

in its neglect. Jesus warned us not to pray so as to be 

seen of men, yet we are not to avoid corporate praying 

(not merely listening to public prayers) as a necessity for 

the well-being of the church. The strength of the early 

church was that they prayed together, and is still true to-

day. 

5. The Great Commission is the chief purpose of the 

Church. The Church cannot fulfill that commission with-

out spending much time in prayer? The church is a living 

organism, the body of Christ, and not just an organization. 

Prayer, Scripture, and the proclamation of the Gospel are 

her first responsibilities. Just as prayer is the lifeblood of 

every believer, it is also for very well-being of the local 

Church. 

May the proclamation of the Word of God and prayer ever 

remain the primary duties of every member of First Presby-

terian, Alexandria, LA. 

Pray for one another, and for the lost to save! 

Dr. Michael Frazier 

  Prayer, Privileged Access to God 

The Gospel of Christ so often reminds you and me of the great privi-

lege that is ours as children of our heavenly Father, to retire to our 

"closets" where we may engage in secret prayer before the living God. 

Prayer is the secret source of God's divine communication that only 

believers are privileged to enjoy. 

The life of Jesus provides us the greatest example of that practice. Je-

sus' act before He called His twelve disciples was to spend the whole 

night in prayer on a nearby mountain. He who owned no place to lay 

His head for rest or sleep is so often described in the Bible as watching 

for a place to retreat for uninterrupted prayer to His heavenly Father 

as he traveled from place to place. Jesus calls you and me to do the 

same. 

If He who is the perfect God/man needed to pray, how much more do 

we? 

Here are a few principles the New Testament provide you and me in 

the practice of prayer: 

1. Prayer is more private than public.  

The Gospel writers present Jesus engaging more often in private prayer 

than prayers in public. 

2. The early church was a praying church.  

In the book of Acts, corporate prayer predominates. We see the 

church gathered together in the house of Mary, the mother of John 

Mark when Peter was arrested and thrown in prison. When Paul and 

Silas were also thrown into prison at Philippi, they spent the night in 

prayer and singing hymns. Paul wrote to the church at Colossians that 

Epaphras was “always laboring earnestly for you in his 

prayers” (Colossians 4:12). The New Testament demonstrates how 

much the early church was dependent on the help of the Holy Spirit's 

power to accomplish the mighty deeds about which we read in the 

Bible.  

3. Prayer is ineffective without the blessing of the Holy Spirit. 
As much as the Reformed faith  emphasizes the supremacy of preaching 

as the primary means believers are instructed in how to live, and sin-

ners redeemed, yet preaching without the prayers of the minister and 

the church members is like preaching to dry bones. Only the Holy 

Spirit can enable the rattling of bones (Cf. Ezekiel 37:7) to experience 

the breath of life. As Jesus reminds us; “It is the Spirit who gives life; 

the flesh profits nothing” (John 6:63). When the Lord poured out “the 

Spirit of grace and supplication” (Zechariah 12:10), His church will have 

fresh insight into the sufferings of Christ and will fervently pray for the 

lost to be saved through their ministry. We need more of such praying 

in our day. Both private and corporate prayers are necessary to kindle 

the flames of revival and the conversion of sinners in the growth of the 

church. 
 

  SPECIAL DATES 

June 7 Trinity Sunday 
 9:00 am Brookdale - Cancelled   
June 21 Father’s Day 

 
Sunday Choir Rehearsal is suspended for now. 

 

 



Minutes of Stated Session Meeting 

First Presbyterian Church, Alexandria, Louisiana 

March 2, 2020 

The Session met in the church library, 357 Windermere 

Boulevard, Alexandria, Louisiana. Ron Sutto, General 

Presbyter/Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of South Louisi-

ana, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and opened 

with prayer.  

Members Present: Bill Higgins, Jim Hockensmith,  

 Elizebette Kennedy 

Treasurer:  None 

Guests:  Ron Sutto, General Presbyter/ 

 Stated Clerk of PSL 

 Debbie Serra, Guest of Ron Sutto 

A quorum was present. 

 

Finance Report:  

Financial statements and bank statements for February, 

2020 were distributed, reviewed, and initialed by the Ses-

sion.  

Motion: That the Session approve the financial and bank 

statements for February, 2020:  

     Moved: Ron Sutto Second: Jim Hockensmith      

 Motion: Carried 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

The Session reviewed the minutes for the Stated Meeting 

of the Session for December 16, 2019.   

Motion: That the Session approve the minutes for the 

Stated Meeting of the Session for December 16, 2019, as 

presented.  

     Moved: Jim Hockensmith Second: Bill Higgins  

Motion: Carried 

 

Motion: That the Session ratify the business conducted 

during the December 16, 2020 Stated Session Meeting.  

     Moved: Jim Hockensmith Second: Bill Higgins 

Motion: Carried 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND SESSION AC-

TIONS:   

Congregational Life/Christian Education, Evangel-

ism, Worship & Missions Committee Report:  Jim 

Hockensmith: 

Motion: That certain names on the list of members be 

sent a letter to inform them that they will be moved to 

inactive status. 

Moved: Ron Sutto Second: Jim Hockensmith  

Motion: Carried 

 

Motion: That Communion be served on Easter Sunday. 

Moved: Jim Hockensmith Second: Bill Higgins 

Motion: Carried 

 

By common consent, the Session approved not purchas-

ing Easter Lilies again this year due to allergic reactions. 

 

Motion: That Dr. Michael Frazier's salary be designated 

as Housing Allowance for tax purposes. 

Moved: Jim Hockensmith  Second: Bill Higgins 

Motion: Carried 

 

After reviewing a comparison report of utility costs since 

Circle Church has moved into the Fellowship Hall and 

Youth Wing, it was noted that the FPC utility bill has in-

creased due to additional use of electricity, water, etc. 

Motion: That the monthly rent for Circle Church be 

raised by $75 to $875 to accommodate the increase in 

the FPC utility bill.  
     Moved: Elizebette Kennedy      Second: Jim Hockensmith 

Motion: Carried 
 

Motion: That the Session reluctantly accept Annelize 

Benade's resignation from the Session. 

Moved: Jim Hockensmith Second: Bill Higgins 

Motion: Carried 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Ron Sutto stated that, for the record, in small communi-

ties, elders are allowed to serve for longer terms.  

 

The Session members agreed they will recruit new mem-

bers to fill the current vacancies. 

 

Music Director Aaron Rogers presented information to 

the Session to approve the purchase of a new recorder 

to record the Sunday services. After a brief discussion, 

the Session approved the following: 

Motion: That the Session approve the purchase of the 

Zoom H4N Handy Recorder. 

Moved: Jim Hockensmith Seconded: Bill Higgins 

Motion: Carried 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Motion: That the Session Meeting be adjourned. 
 Moved: Jim Hockensmith      Second: Elizebette Kennedy

 Motion: Carried 

 

The Stated Meeting of the Session adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

with a closing prayer by Ron Sutto. The next Stated 

Meeting of the Session will be held at 6:00 p.m., Monday, 

April 20, 2020. The Session will conduct business through 

email until the April 20 meeting. 

  

Respectfully Submitted,    

Elizebette Kennedy 

 

/cs 

  



 Usher 
Narthex 

Monitor Communion Servers 

 

June 7 Robert Kennedy 

 

Jim Hockensmith Elder Liturgist:  
  Elizebette Kennedy 
Communion Team: 
  Bill Higgins 

June 14 Annelize & Dirk Benade Dirk Benade  

June 21 Robert Kennedy 

Elizebette Kennedy 

Jim Smolenski  

June 28 Jim Hockensmith 

Robert Kennedy 

Bill Higgins  

    

June Responders Schedule 

 

 

 

 

    

 

      

      

 

6/20     Dee Sutro 

6/26     Aaron Rogers 

FPC  Worship Services  
are now available on our  

FPC Facebook Page  
(Click on Videos) 

https://www.facebook.com/AlexandriaFPC/ 

 

Welcome Back Everyone! 
COVID-19 Guidelines: 

 

 Wash Hands/Use Hand 

Sanitizer 

 Refrain from shaking hands/

hugging 

 Remain 6 feet apart  

 Masks are recommended 

 Pray for a vaccine and the 

end of suffering from this 

Coronavirus. 

 

May God Bless You All! 

https://www.facebook.com/AlexandriaFPC/


First Presbyterian Church 

357 Windermere Blvd.  Phone: 318-443-7229 

Alexandria, LA 71303 Fax: 318-443-5965 

office@alexandriafpc.org 

  www.alexandriafpc.org  

Dr. Michael Frazier, Interim Pastor 

Aaron Rogers, Choir Director 

Michael Martin, Pianist 

Carolyn Sterne, Secretary 

Charles Bell, Sexton 

First Presbyterian Church 

357 Windermere Blvd. 

Alexandria, LA 71303 

Come experience God’s love at First Presbyterian Church 

Sunday School—9:45 a.m., Worship—11:00 a.m. 


